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- 3 appolnted wers Peyton Randoiph.{ lles of Denblgh Parlsh. The settle:| and leaveas prope atra -ll'ﬁ
@UR Robert ©.  Nicholas, Hichard Bland, | ment of Denbigh was formerly the|and his da?:glrtnl:y i':mhe’l' ::it"&'hl
= FIF ARS AG Richard Henry Lee, Benlamin I-lnr-lnal of the Colea and Diggesss, who daughter dis without ,“;w tHe e
T I I I I'I * rlson,  Edmund  Pendleton, Patrick | intermarried The Honorable Bdward| erty (g to 50 to his godsan h‘w[
. Henry, Dudlay Digges, Dabney Carr, Digges, no doubt, lived at this place ! S, IR
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are
req ale veler-
ous nod other persons famillar with
the histery of the Wor Batween
the States, Narratlves of parilen.
lar engngements and personal ad-
ventures nre wspecially requested.
sbkonld be ment teo

All eontribution
Ek_: Editor o'?“ the Confederate

Va. :

MISS VANLE
NEGRO MADE SHERIFF

W HAD

George E. Stevens, Mulatto Sheriff of Ess:x,

Named. Through Her

Absconded Sureities Tried to Lieny
Connection—A Deserted Woman.

BY “CITIZEN."
In the June number of Harper's
Mazazine, 1911, there I8 an illu=trated
blegrapky of Miss Ellzabeth 1. Van-

Lew. ller hlatory s not camplete until
a chapter is added te the appoint-
ment of Geoarge B Stephens, mu-
latto, throu her Inlluesnce, hoerift
of Easex oo fwwho ran away a fugl-
tive from J e, n defaulter and em-
bezzier of public. money and county
funds

Miss VanLew wasr & “spy” and
Ytraltor” In Rlehimand, Vay, diring the
Civll War., 1 am g ng her no false

appeliation, Leoause In her own hand.
writing #he =ays of Herself! It 1 am
entitied to the name of 'Apy’ hecause

I was In the pacret service, 1 wccept
It wllingly: but it will haresfter have
to my mind a high and honorat

eignification For my loyalty ta
my eountry. 1 have two heautiful
namas Here 1 am  called ‘traltor;
farther North a ‘spy’ instead of the
honored nome of ‘falthful'"” It has

been writtean of Her that aha was “the |

mnast impoertant of the rebellion,’”
Inaemuch as her work merited General
Grant's tribute; “You hkave sent me
the most valuahle information received
from Richmond diring the war A
waméan who ‘smiled har vacant smiie
into the fuces of thnre who, as she
B ed, mocked at 'Crazy  Bet!, th.y
woman who dared walk Richmond'a
kirests while In her hand she held for
the Federal Atmy a K¢y ta Richmond's
defeneeg '

EpyY

v = sought appaint f=—- JE

General Grant fiftesn days after his thsFPont-IJTf;'lco 'g::nn%r:;:.:‘:?htl\?gg;:
Shieance Into the Nigh omee as Prosi:|ioion Then, sfter twon vears, the
C.'m appointed  her postmistross of | war PAFLY Wwam averthrown. "”.i the
Hiclimand for her loxalty to the Unjo, | changs bBrought hitter days (o Miss
wl;::E ':‘I:' l‘;‘?hit'r :Ef:“' ’,',';E'—"' | VanLaw, Perhaps, as her suporiors
HEQSLEFRL AN PR BRIREY | aedine R doited;  she AlA] oia Ner

durln:,; office had beon epent withaul pPlace to “sent!mentsl reasons” per-
SRR B R e e N I el
A bV Rert & Bl ekt AN o | MAks her “a hindrance to the other
seatel “'J“-‘“t‘l nn'!mlr.l.n--t rietks" perhaps she did come and go
res.” - ) “lar Wit It wag reconunended that
; He Le reduced (o a “clorkship of the

At. any rate, through her Politieal s "_ 1 " Ly
influsnce and affiltation Geprgh B lowest salary and grade;” and it was
Stephens, the whereabouta of nls birtn| A00€ but she :ml‘u”ﬁ .-r:::ga o 'rhe-:
and resldence unknown and |onl¥  means of a lvelihood. 24

frmpnrted
neral Canhy

here, was appointed hy Ga

sheriff of Easex county,  Min: Van-
Leaw dnes nobL appagr on the officlal
bond, but It was contemparanenus hie.
lory at the time th y iher influ-
&nce and political afMiliation, tha twe
Mieses MeFall bees sureties  for
Etepliens. It wan alwave Etated and
Recepted as correct at the time that
the MeFalls were elther atints or nieces
of Miss Vanl.ew, It was eceriainly
contemparancoue history and current
Thumor, Bit slnee thHa June article
in Harper's appeared, an inaulry, gpe-
clally by the writer of this article,
this reintlonship i= denled. They ere,
howevar, close friends hy politienl af-
filiation, If not by Bloon 1f there is

no blood connectlon the writer of this
&rticle wha fought nut the legal Lattle

and was a close ot ‘er of the stir-
ring times &nd log af evenrs has
lobored upder a mieapprehension.

Tt was stated and belleved ar (R
time that Stephens, a pet of Aiss
VanLew, got the ntment througst
har influence, ang the M Fally we

on hey bond at her roqiest,
Al a ecourt
Essex on the

of quarterly
168th August, 1 . 1he
bond (elack and tan hondi, execyred
by George I Stephans as Sheriff ot
Essex, and James Turner, J. 1), Harr =
A. W. Trabue, M. A, MeFall, Levinia
J. McFall and A, D. Johnton aE suye-
ties, wan ontered of racord and cers
tHaed ta the Awlitor of Fublie Ap-
connts. The order shows t(hat the sald
&lephens, appolnted Major-General
Fd. R, 8 cCanhby, commanding  First
AMilitary District of Virginia, aualified
In the Cireult Court of ihe clity af
Richmond, Va, in penalty of $30,000
Etephene waz inductod (nte
Sherlff of Essex at once He and his
white deputy, dohnson, at onea wont
on to collect taxes from the wealthiese
taxpayers nf the county, and in a few
monthe absennded. 1t was helleved
that the “white brother,' Inhnson, got

#eselon {or

by

the lagzer portion of the revenues,
and the “colared henther,” Stephens.
held the empty bag that time

undar the old Constitution, ve had no!

County Tros=urer, but the Sheriff cnl-

lected the taxes

The Coammonwealth's aliorney, o
pregant the jue of the Twelfth Ju-
dicial Clirenits Instliated |

In the County Court amainst
and 2ll his stireties, Copmlssloner H.

W. Dangerfisald sattlod ihe account
nnd found a balange dun of 015,12,
nubject to o eredll of §914.80, Tha

County Court rendersd judgment and
Btephens's =uratles appedled. The Clr-
enlt Court affirmed and the suretles
appealead to the Supreme Court of Ap-
peals The Suprenis  Conet atfirmen,
Eea MceFalls and als. va the County of
Fesex, 70 Va 147, All of the auratics
wera  Insolven) exeopt  the MeFalls,
wha resided In Richmond iy, Pro-.
eeedings wera institnied in Richmond
City Clrenlt Court ta enforee the len
and =sell the proparty, and | these
Miszes Melmall had to pay the penalty
of relmburzing Easex ¢ nty, and he
offered up as A vicarious ntanément
anfd sacrifice 6n the Lond for the
others,  And, warst af all, wag the
gall and shamel temerity 0 these
guraties to deny that any oMeinl bond
was ever executed by Stephens, and
that there was' nn proof that they
weére guratis,

Tn the languaze of President Lewla
delivering tha opinidn. It 18 lastly
urgsd that thera 18 na proof that the
plaintifta In erropy ware ‘suretles of
Etephens, or that an emlcinl pond was
exacuted at all'": This wns overruled
and Jjudgment afMrmed, MeFall and
&ls. va. County of Easex, id Va. 140

ofMlee as|

Influence—When He

Supire Thie i3 the unwritten chapter
|6t the histors of Miss Vanlew, who
| foisted this stranger and outslder, and
these harples on us In the dark days
immediately after tha war. \When the
meshes of the law tightenad around the

s n our noble Jackson,
Sureties they snueaked and aquealed, u‘;:;" .J:‘;'rm‘:.h;[ veterans, crofgad the
like rogues, they fell out, and 1he | Rapidan River at Madison “",.Ef""‘m‘n”
"“ ctles ralled at Miks Vanlew as a |meat Pope's army A e e
| Ep¥” and “traltor’ for hegulling tham | Whers he HoD ?Ihl"' i Sll{,'l‘u;‘ll Long the
i?-» hecome guratles on the hond: ves, .l“tr,rl.”t‘l;"?,xruﬁb':"' over the rough
| a4 one who treachorously betraved :-un.nﬁ‘ and  the poor lnfan{rs'—l"‘"ﬂ;
them —a dsuble iraltor g them and | bareheaded and bal‘!‘l’""llfﬁ'—“'u‘i‘;t
lr» Virginla and the South. Byt pog |along. My father “"f‘;.”.‘ ‘g "-““l!."‘ 3
util they found out thes could tiot H.Iur- wt thy k*rltl";? t"lll"‘.‘.;lé- poe Uaurts
i-l»m- the execution of tha bond. What .H:;mtnhn‘_t\”-:nwre"} of the neighbors,
| & commentary! Al thige came out in namely. Colonel Walker, Dr. Sikugh-
lthe paEsages hetwaan counsel at the | tar and Hariow and Jones, the o nera
{bar and eounsel and witnessen. dir- ] a: that time.

Ing the irlal. Ta tho=s whe have nat
read the Harper's Magazine articla 1t
may ba an Interesting question (o
know what bacatie nf Miss VanLew,
and what of her last daye After Gen-
| #ral Grant went aut of affice Bhe went
Oul too B8 postmisiress of Richmeand
She was reduced (o Rreat distress—
abeolute need “1 tell yon truly &nd
| Eolemniy.” she wrote. “that 1 have
' Bultered for pecezsarv fand I have
{not one cant in the ,world [ have
|srnm'|. the bhrunt alens nof 8 perescu-
tien that 1 belleve no ather person In
tha country has endured whe has nnt
hean Ku.Kluxed I honestly think
that the govarnmant showld sse that
1 was sustained,”

And finally there did coma tha leng-

! waoks later there appeared in a North-
| #THh newspaper a sneering editorial,

Inlet, N, C,

September
Fight at Poone Courthouse, Va,

Skirmish at Worthlogton, Va.

August I5—RAattle of Wayne Courthoune, Va,
August 28-20—Bombardment of Forta Hatieras and Clark,

Auvgust 20—Battle of Lexzlogton, Mn,
1—5kirmish at Beoneti's Mills,

September 2—Fight near Fort Srott, Mo,

at Hatternn

Mo.

A troublesome rellet,” {t began, and
closad, "We draw the line at Mles
VanLew.'"

And then she wrote her reslgnation,
end a héartbroken old woman, zhe re-
turned to the lonely house on Church
Hill. There in desperation, and stung
by the taunt made to her that ‘the
South would not have formaken her as
the Narth had done had she espoused
the ESouthern cause,"” she wrote to
Northern friends for help. To send
the letter, ahe wus obliged to horrow
& stamp from a negro. The letter
brought a response that was qulek
and genarnus: thnse friends and rela-
tives of Colonal Paul Revers, whom
sha had helped in Libby Prison, gave
an ample annulty, which for her re-
maining years procured those comforts
that money could buy: but there wag
that far which money had ne pur-
chasing power. And mo, at last, in the
old mension with Its haunting memo-
riss, Miss VanLaw dled ™

Such In the eruel irony of fate. The
world recnlla at the name of a Ju-
dns, a HBen=dlct Arnold, a Major An-
dre, and & VanLew.

e
Woman Saw at Cedar Mounntain.
“..\":'\':r wil1 1 torget the Sth of Au-

¢f the mill praue{elj't
1 15 wera
Ir: I;u:“rte'em—-w rotact ourselves the
bust we could, We didn’t slesp any
that night, A soldler friend o nllrl
frent Adabama siasped at anldnight to
fve 1 the news, ti3d nls havee te ltha
vard fence; the horse becams raetless
and broke away. He (Edward M.
Walkar) never saw him rmgain. The
next day 1T was in the Fardin ‘x-um‘f
vegetables 1 feund hir haversack,
which had getten Inore from the =ad-
dle, with tgree hardtacks In It We
knew somsthing of the hardshipe of
v ur. heing between the two skirmish

alone—two of us

linas, saw and heard the cannon halls |

far from

ur
Ka nver; some fell not vl
housa, fret one army and thén tnd
ather. We had twa bhrothars in the

army—one with Lee, the oather with
Moshy.
for miles aroind. An old colorsd man,
who made barrele for the mill, was a
plous old preachar. He'd alwave came
to ths houss when thére was a =Kir-
mish. fall dawn on his face, and begin
to pray., My »sistar sald: 0O, Uncle
Lauls, pray for " Jls reply was:
'O, 1 is done pray!” Not a horge, hog
or cow could be sefn anywhers. The
Yankees would steal down and da-
stroy everything. ~ Ther taok axes to
eut  the mill floor, and  jet wool
wheat and flour all run together. Tha
wheal grew op the river bank for &
milsa or more. Hundredas of harrals
deatroyed. [ am an old woman now,
hut those trying ordeais will ever he
frash In my memory. Wa =eldom sea
any of the affects of war T =tlll live
near the same old mill, which has
changad hands and Is now run hy T. O,
Gllljam as a frst-class flouring mill
MADISON,

‘'Charles the First appolnis

Counell
of Superintendence for Virginia. l

In the year 1632 Hing Charles issued
a commisslon appointing & Councll of

Superintendence over Vieginia, em-
powering them ta ascertaln the state
and conditions of the colony. The

| thmmissloners wero Edward, Earl af

Diorset, Henry, FEarl of Dierby; Diudlay,

Viscount Dorchester, Sir John Coke,
Btr Jdohn Danvers, Sir Robert Killes
grew, Elr Thomas Howe, Sir Robert

Heath, Sir Klneage Trench, Sir Dud-

ley Diges. Sir John Holstenholm, 8ir
Franeis Wyat, £ir John Brooks, Sir
Kenelm TMgby, Sir John Tench, John

Einks. Esq., Thomas Gibbs, Esqg.; Sam-
uel Rott. Esfq., George Bands, Egq.,
Jehn Wolstenholm, Fsq, Nicholas Fer-
rar, Esq., Gabriel Barber and John Fer-
| rar, Esquires. (2 Burk's Hist of Va.,
1/85°)

Elaborate sets passed by the Col-
onial Legislature at this period for
improving the staple of tobacco rnd
regilating the trade In It evince the
|1nn.-rna.=|m: Importanés of that ecrop.
| Tither were Imposed of tobaceo and
l corni and the twenticth "calfe, kidd of
soates and plgge” granted unto the
minisier, During the year 1633 eVATY

forticth man In the neck of the land
hetween the James River and the
York (then ealled the Charles) was

directed to repair to the plantation of
Dir. Jdohn Pott, ta he employed in build-
ing of houees and sacuring that tract
| of lapd Jving hetween Quesn's Creel,
| emptying
| Archer's
|

into
topa
Jnmes

Charles Rliver,
Creek, emptying Into
River. This was Middle
ntatian (now  Willlamsburg) sa
led as balng midway betwean the
dames River and the York. Each pep-
son =attling thers was entitleq to Afty
neres of land and exemption from gen-
eneral taxes All new ecomers were
ered Lo pay slxty-four pounds ef
tonacco toward the malntenance of ‘the
fort at Poing Comfort. (1 Haning, 158,
100, 108, 208, )} The pay of the
officeis at Point Comfert was at this
timeo:

and

the

Faunds

Tolrieeco,

captain of the
Ta the Eunner, ...

Tao the drummer and

Rorter oS e e

Far four othay men,

ench of them 500

Iha, of, tobacco, 4

A ohrn L Lt

Barrels

Corn.
To the
fort 2000

10!
1,000 ]

1]

1.000 L

1

........... as
Thus far, under Harvey's adminls-

tration, the Agkenibly had met régu-

larly, and. severnl judlelsus and whole-

some aeta had hean pagaed

Hixtory of the Colony and Anclent Do-

Total

af  Viegtal by Charles
Cnmphell. Philadelphin: J. 0. Lipe
Mnacott & Co, 1800,

CHAPTER XXV,
16556- 168568,

‘Digges elected Governor—Bennat gosa
to England, the Colony's Agent.”

(1 '

“In March, 1655, Edward Digges was
elected by the Assembly Governor of
the Colony of Virginia. He was of an
ancient and distinguished family, and
had been made a member of the
council in November, 1654, ‘he hav-
ing glven a slgnal testimony of his
fNdelity te this colony and Common-
wealth of England’ He sucoceded
Eennet, who hnd held the office since
April, 1652, apd who was now appaint-
ed the culony’s sgent at London,'” * *

“The salary of the Governor, &8s or-
dered at this time, consisted of twen-
ty-fve thousand pounds of tobacco,
worth two hupdred and nfty pounds
Bterling, together with certain duties
levied from masters of vessels, called
castle duties, and marrfage llcense

[eas. A reward of twenty pounds was
offered to any ona who should (m-
port a minister; ministers, with aix

HErYvanis sach were exempt from taxes,
it belng provided that théy should be
examined by Mr. Philip Mallory and
My, John Green, and should be recom-
mended hy them to the Goxérnor and
councll, who were invested with dis-
eretionary control of the matter. Let-
tera were gent to Matthews, Virginia's
Agent at the protector's court, direct-
Inz him to suszpend for the prasant
the further prosecution of tha long
ane fruitless controversy with Lord
Baltimore respecting  the disputed
boundary. (Burke's Hist, of Va., I
116, An 'Armenfan was Imported by
l.gges for the purposs of making
elley  Matthews, returning from Eng-
iend, war ¢lected py the Assembly to
succped Digges in the office of Gov-
ernor, who was now employad ns
ngent. Colonel Franels AMorrison,
Spenker, was desired Ly the Assembly
to, write a latter to tha protector,
i annther te the Secretary of State,
wh'ch was as fidlows:
“May It please your Highness—

“We ecould not And a fitter means 1o
represent the conditlon of this coun-
Iry 1o your highness, than this worthy
nperson, Mr, DIRges, our late Governor,
whose occasions calllng him Into BErg-
Iand, we ave Instructed him with the
Elate of this place as he lefl it: we
&nall hesecch your highnesa to glvae
eredit to his relations, which we as-
fure ourselves shall be falthtul, hav-
Ing had many expériences of hiz can-
dor in the time of his zovernment,
which he hath mannged under: your
l'ghness, with so mueh moderation,
frudence, and justl e, that wa shouid
be much larger in expressing this
truth, but that we faar to have al-
ready too mueh trespasasd, by intar-
rupting your highnesa's moat ssrlous
thoughts In greater affeirs than what
can  concgrn  yvour  highness's moet
humble, most devoted servants. °

“"Dated from the Assembly aof Vie-
Binia, 15th Decémber, 1660  Suner.
Bcrlbed for his “Highness, ths Lord
Protector,”

The lettar to the Sesretary of Btits
wae as followa:

“Right Honorable.—Though we are
persons 8o remioté from you, we have

Not A man on the premifes or

heard ao honorable o character of your t

3

warth that we cannot male a gecond
cholce without erring of one go fit and
proper as yourself to make our ad-
dresses Lo His Highness, the Lord Pro-
tector., Our desires we have Intrusted
to thut worthy gentleman, Mr. Digges,
our late Governor. We shall desire
You would please to give hlm access
to you and by Your Highness. And :
we promise you will find nothing but
worth In him, 80 wa aro canfidénl he
will. undertolie for us that we are a
people not altogether ungrateful, hut
will find shortly a nearer way than by
saYing fo. to express really how much
wa egteem the honor of your patronage,
which Is be'l the hopes and ambition
of your very hitmble and then ohliged
seTvants

“From the Ass
Decamser, 1656

Bupereribed, to the *
John Thurlow, Sseretary ol Stat

The atturlon In the close of the
tar appears

embly of Virginla, 16th

fet-
to be a douceur which |t
wan Intended to present to the secre-
tary.

Digges was instructed Lo unite with
Matthews and Beunet, In London, and|
to treat with the leading merchants In!
the Virginla trade wnd  to let lh“ln:
know how much the Aesembly had en.!
deavored to diminish the quantity and|
improve Lthe quulity of the tobacco, and |

L 'Dunmare

Archtbald Carv and Thomas defferson,
On the day after (ha diszglution, ythis
committes addressed n clreular to the
nther eolonles.  Robert Carter Nlicholas
published, durin
lat In defensa of eoloninl rights = = =
CHAPTER LXXXNIV.
1775,
Partsmouth—Convantisn
of  Safety—Carrington,

at
Committans
Rend, Cabajl,
Punmora’a domestirz now abandon=

.

ed the palzee and removed to Portn
Bello. his country zeat, about  six
miles bhelow Willlamsburg The tugl-

tive Governor took
Portsmouth,

On Monday, Jduly 17, 1775, tha con-
ventlon met at Richmond. Measures
were taken for ralsing two regiments
of regular troeps for one year and rwo

up his statlon at

_t'-:lmwlnlop: for the protection of the
Western frantler, and to Afvide the
ealany into sixteen distriets, and ta

exereise the militia ag minute-men, sa
HE 10 be ready for servies at A mo-
ment’'s warning At tha instance of
Richard Bland. an Inquilry was made
Into cartuin charges reflecting on his
pitriotiem, and his innorance was
tiumphantly vindicateq, Although he
had raised oxiceme maeasures, vel when
FiEts eame. and the rupturs took
he was behind nons in patriotle
ardior and detation te the common
caline A minlzter was Impliented (g
propagating the charges agalnst him
A committes  of safely was organiz-
ed to ke tharge of the executive
d:lltl*s of the colony; It consisted al
eeten gentlemen: Edmund Pangiet
George Maxon dohn Page, rt‘h-h::{:‘
Bland, Thomas Ludwsil Lee, Paul Car.
ringtan, Dudley Diggas, William Ca-
bell, Cartar Braxton, James Mercer and
John Tahb, » » i
=3n

Statesmon—Patrick Henry.
HE Twler. Chapter NIL on

5 lence, page 191, Dudley i .
to eee what the meréhaznts, on the Ty el » 5 D -“ﬁ EEes
part, would be willlng te do In 51\'ln.l:.‘".l I‘i' 3);“_;':”"'_““\””!:'" of 1774
s better price; for i€ the vl:lntel'.'.l__.“,,r‘”_ ‘:1‘ * q"ll-"‘- <'.--1-»n.‘u.-+ hud  heen
should find that the bad brougint "5":\-|.'.1 ¥ \‘ fing alang a path strewn
high u prlee as the good, they would,] 0 CVOTRSEs and wet with hisnd,

3 wWards the docirine that a 1ot -
of coviree, ralze that which could bal Tty B H lotal =
ralsed. the most easlly, ("Burk's His- rem the mother epuntry-—a

tory of Virginia." 1L, 1186.)

It appears that Digges wae appointed
agent conjointly with Bennet. Mat-
thews wasg elected by the Assembly to
Buccesd DMgges s Goyernor, but the
Iatter was requested to hold the office

as long us he should reamaln in Vir-
ginla. Digges departed for England
toward the elose of 1635, and woula

appear to have co-operated for a short
while with bath Matthews and Bennet,
By a esinguler colneidence, Digges, Mat-
thews and Bennet, who are the first
three Govarnors of Virginla under the
Commonwealth of Engiand, were irans-
ferced from the miniature metropolis,
dJamestown, and found themselves to-
Eether near the court of His Highness,
the Lord Protactar, Oliver Cromwell,

Digees was succeedsd ns Governor by
Matthews early in the vear 1656. The
laws of the colony were revised and =
duced into one volume, compiieing 131
nets, well adapted to the want= of tha
people and the condition of ihe coun-
try. Of the transactions from 1856 to
1660, the year of the restoratlon, Burka

gays there is an cntire ehasm in the
records. Henlng, on the contrary, de-

clarés that “In na portlon of the cole-
nial records under the Commonwealth
ire the muterialg so coplous as from
1650 to 1860.". The editor af "The
Statutes at Large” 18 the betler au-
thority on thie point.

The Colonial Virginla Beglster shows:

Edwarad Digges elected Governor by
House of Burgesses March 51, 1655

Edward Digges, Auditor-General 1670
o 1876,

Dudley Digges, Auditor-General, 1705
to 1710.

Edward [Digges, Recorder-Ganeral,|
1872 to 1675, |
Dudley Ligges, member of “The
Council” (succeaded by Houso of lSlur-l
geEsen), 1896 1o 1486 |
Ceole Digger, membe: of House of)

Burgasses, 1715,

Edward Digges. memher of Houge
Burgesses, 1788 to 1745, ln"!l‘ﬁi\-‘!‘.

Willlam Digges. member of Houe
Burgesses, 1752 to 15772, Inclucve

Dudley Digges, member of House
Burgesses, 1732 to 1775, inclusive.

Dudley Digges was also & memher of
the Great Convention (four sessions) |
of 1775-1776. (Bee pages 22 and 23) |

Willlam Digees nttended the las! ses. '
sion as on alternate,

The foregoing relates to the perind
prior to the adoption of 4 Constitution
for Virginla and the election of Pat-
rick Henry Governor. For record since
1778, =ea pages 43 to b3, inclusive,

Judge J. Singleton Digegs, I.yn:‘n-i
burg, Va., was a =State Senator from|
1852 to 1858 and jurige of the l':ar.'lr.-i
rativn Court at Lynchburg from 1530
to 1866

Hon. Ispac Diggs, attorney, Rich-
mend, Va, has recently sarved neveral
terims a6 a member of the Housa of
Delegnies,

The wife of former Goavarnor An-
drew J Montague, of Richmond, Va.
Ig a descendant of the Diggs family.

of
of

of

Hon. Bdward E. Diggg (brother of
Judgs Dizgs, of Lynchburg, of Chil-|
dre Texas, was recently the Repub- |

Hean nominse for Congress In his dis-
trict.
Othars nre no doubt entitied to hon-
orable mention i T had tho facts
WS D,

Bitherto

contemplated hy them

disaster and u rrime, * = @

on, it wae plaln,

the Very next Vir-

2inla con Ion, which was under ap-
polntment 1o meet T,

in the coming
. therefars. after
| Patrick Hanry was
giected by his native county 1o Fepra.
fent it In that convention

‘n Menday morning. ihe Sth af May,
the convention gathered at Willlame.
burg for its firet masting. on ita roll
of mempber: Wa gge many of thoss
&Mes which have become tamiliar to

In the progress of this hiRtory—the
125 of thake sturdy and well trainaed
leaders who gulded Virglpnle durinz
all  that stormy pariod —Pandigton,
cary, Mason, Micholas, Bland, the Lees,
Mann Page, Dudley Digzan, Wythe,
Edmund Randolph and a few others
For the first time, alsa on sueh a roll.
We mest the name of James Madiaon,

Almoszy ut
taturn homs,

n

Al acesmplished yvonpg palitical phi-
losopher, then but faur veaars from thae
mspiving Instruction  of

ot Prazident
Witharspoon at Princeton, .
'I‘lud]z_-y

Digges on  Committes to
Orafe Bl orf Rights and Constitution
fer Virginia, pages 20
NYoreover, the great step taken by
the Virginta Conventlon, on the dav
Juet mentloned (May 5 1776 com.
mitted that body

Lo the duty of taking

al once cartaln other Slapa of supreme

Importince
They were aboit to cast aff the
Eovernment of Great Britaln: it wasn

necessary for them, therefors, to pro-
Vit

same government to he put in
the place of It Accordingly, In e
Yury same hour in which they in-
Etritctea thelr delegates In Congress o
proposs a  dee atlon  of Indepenid-
etee. they likewise resolved, “Thiy a

cormmittes Qe noeinted ta nrepars o
declaration of rights, and sueh a plan
government as will be most lHkelv
malntiln pence and order in this
Yo and  secure mubstantinl  and
litie to the peaple.t
this dommittes, Patrick
member: and with hin

v

fite
WAE A
remoclited Archibald Cary, Henry Ler,

Hanry
wWarn

Niciialas, Edmund

Randolph, Bland,
Midley Diggas,

Paul Carrington, Mapn

Pngo Madison, Georga Mason Had
othoy The two tusks licfors the
committee—that of drafting o atats-

ment of rights #nd that af drafting
A Constitution for tha new State of
Viginthi—must have pressed heayvily
upon iis T memhber

Digges. Leonard (2-o. 15710, An
Eng miathematielan, He was edu-
cated at Oxtord and was the author cf
Tecienivon (1538), on mensuring land,
efe; Pantometria: A Geometrical Prug-
t'se (15710, and A  Prognostieation
iZverlaziing (1553-'66), an astrologies)
wark.

igmes, Thomas (715951 An Eng-
sl muthematician, the son nf l.eon-
ard. T& wns aducated at Camhridge
and entered Parllament In 1572, He
censtioted tha alteratious and forti-
ficatierns of Dover Harbor, servedl in
the Law Countries In 1588 ani was
Intercsied in o search fop domin-
{eng of the greot “Can of Cathnia, ' in
the Antarctic seas. He edlied his
father's Pantometrla and a great many
treatd on sclence snd military on-
=1 TG .

Dieges: digz, Sir Dudley (1382-1638),
An Frelish diplomatist and jurlat,  Fie
was born at Barham, Kent, th: son of

feadl

21

CHAPT LXXITL and graduatsd at Oxiord p

17 1774 1618 he want to Rus amd

‘Duty on Tea—Dunmore, Govarnor—/|in _di0 ta Holland as apatin]l atibasss-

Procsedings of Assembly—Private] dar lut  Ister  fail  (nta  disfavr

Meating of Patriots—Committess of [ through his Independent opintons.  [{a

Correspondence—\Wuashington —Dun- | wok cothoer of Right: and Pricilapas

more Visits the Fruntier'™ ofthiSubfscl (1642), and {he 2

The horizon was agein darkened by |pleat Ambassadar (16855), He t in

gathering clouds. A British  armed | parlizment tor Towkeun s v from 1612
revenus vessel having been burnt inj o 1626, and for Kent Iy
Narraganset Bay, an ket of Parliament| son Toudley (1612-743), a 4

waz pasEed miakKing such offenses pun- |
Ishable by death, and authorizir Lhi |
Lo be transported to England|
for trial Virglnia had already, in
1748, remonntrated agoinst this 14|
measure., ‘The conservatlves, tne stalu |
qun party In the Assembly, as llhllll.:
differed with the movement party uf
the proper measure to be adopted,
Patriek Henry, Mr, Jefferson, Hich
Henry Lee, Franecls I. Lee, Labpey|
Carer amd perhaps one or two others, |
were ol this gloomy perlod in l-h.-i
hablt of meeting together in tho even-
ing In a private room In the N:hh-wth.-k
to consult on the state of affalrs In |
conformity with thelr agreement. Dab-|
pey Card, on the 12th of Mareh, moved |
n seriss of resolutions, recommending |
a comnmities of correspondence. and|
instructing them to thquire In recard |
Lo the newly constituted court in Rh
Island. Richard Henry Lee and F
ricic Henry mads speeches of menio
nble elogquenee on this ocecasion  Mr
Lee was the auther of the plan of In-
tercaloninl eommittecs of correspona
#nee; and Virglnla was the frst colony
that adapted ft, The reaolution pasa:
ad withent opposltion, and Dunmora
Immediately  dissolved the lhouse
These rasolutions ‘“struck a greater
panle Into the wminlaters” than any-
thing that had taken place since the
passage of the gtamp act, (Manuseript
lettar of Willlam Lee, dated at Londaon,
January 1, 1774)

The committes of eorrespondeacs

noeenged

Atist, was the authopr of Ths 1nisw

ness af Subjects Takwaz 1'p A

Aua'nst Thelr Hoveraigna (1643
T velnma 17, the Npw

Internntional fa found

14 phiva

Ol Churcher and Famlilles of Virginin,

£ o
Enayveyt wal'a

Volur:s &, page 235 Hy IMshop

Menile.

We enlarse our notices of Wnrwick
county a little by the following ac-
count of the Digsesss, xome of whom
lived in It) The family of Digges is
mns: anclent and honarable.  Virgin-
lana and Vplacopalinne naad not wish
to go far r hack than to Honoghle
Diudlay Drigges: ons of the most netlya

mombars that

of
fzspelation, the London Conmipany—far

nohla mnd Christian
mnre of 4 misslonary
nny of that day. The es 0f tha
London Company show hiny to have
nvar hean al his post in the meetings
af the eommittae, with such men as the

utlon than

Eariiof Southampton, the Ferrars, and
athery | f . = ¢

RBesldes visiting the ald coaurthnuss
and clerk's oMee and jall” (the laties

withatt an Inmate) of Warwiek coun-
¥, T went to tha anclent gnat of Colas
And Digges, a1 Denblgh, on the James
Iivar, just opposite Nutmeg Quarter,
on Mulbarey Ialand * = w

The anclent houte al Denhigh g no

mors, AxXeapt one Wwing of t, which
torms a part of the habitation of the
pragent ownar, Mr. Young, a descen-

dant of one of the old Epiacapal {ami-

& this yvear, a pamph-|

and
Izland.

Thers |s onl¥ one large tombatone
there, on which Is tha fsllowing In-
scription;

"Mary Harrison, daughter of Hon-
orable Cole Digges, of Hia Malasty's
Council, wife of Nathanial Harrison,
of Princa QGenrge county. Diled No-
vember 12, 1744, in her twenty-saventh
¥ear. 5he so discharged tha sevaral
dutles of wife, mothar, daughter and

awned
Ry

part of Mulberry
-

neighbor that her relatlves and ae-
quaintances might justly esteam their
loss Insupportable, was it not chast-

ened with the remembrance that svery
virtus which adds te thelr lnss aug-
ments her raward."

Page 243:

I alen promliss to examine further
Into the history of Digges * *

Althoungh they Intermarried with
the ramily of Cole and some of them
were Warwlck county men, yet, for
the most part, thay lived In York
county. Theilr two =eats—Chlilham.
near Yeorktown, and Bellfisld, soms
miles higher up the river and about
eight miles from Willlamshurg—were
both on the river * =

Page 244:

Being Informed that Belifield was
the lurial place of the Diggeses * * @

1 found the tombs In much batter
order than mozt of tha old famlly
graveyards. They arsa very mas-
giye: o % o

Following ars some of the lnscrip-

tlons:

"“To the mamory of Edward
Digges, Esquire, sonne of Sir
Dudley Digges, of Chilham, in Kent,

Knlght of Baronet, Master of the Rolls
In the reign of King Charles the 1st.
He departed this life the 16th of March,
1656, In the 56th year of his age, one
af His AMualesty's council for this his
colony of Virginia. A gentlpman ot
must commendable parts and Ingenu-
ity and the only Introducer and pro-
moter of the silk manufacture In this
colomis, and in everything olss a pat-
tern worthy of all plous imitation. He

had six sonnes and seven daughters
by the body of his wife Elizabeth, wha
of her conjueal affoction hath dedl-

caled o him this memorlal”
“This s te the memary

Dudley. who

Dénbigh"

of his gonne
married Miss Cofs, of

I1I,
“Under this marble @lab rests in
peace Dudley Digges, gentlaman, the
most  loving husband of Susannah

Digges, burrled near him. He was a
man very eminsnt for virtue and wis-
dom, who was first ralred to the dig-
nity of Counecllor and then Auditer of
this Celeny, He disd lamented by all,
the 27th of January, 1710, In his forty-
seventh vear. The soula of the righte-
ous are in the hand of God'

The tombstone of his wife Is in-
scribed In Latin.

1v.

“This monumeént was arected to
Colonel Edward DIgges to the memory
of A most Indulgent father, The Hon-
arable Cole Digges, Esquire, who be-
Ing many years one of this Majesty's
honorable council for this colony,
and sometime president of the same,
Aled In the 53rd year of his age, In the
year af our Lord 1744

Twenty-two lines ot postry follows:

“Digges even to extremes untaught

1o blend.”

The Cohb Family of Virginio,
Editar Times-Dispateh:

1 Have Intely been searching the ree-
ordd of Izle pf Wight and Southampon
enunties tor Information about the
Cobbh family. I should be obliged to
anyyof your readers If they can Eive
me the missing links by whith the fam-
llles of the two counties nre connected,
It they are connected.

Firet, as to the Isle of Wight Cobbs:

From the nuncupative will of Nich-
olng Cobb, dated May §, L8356, (L np-
pearas thut Nicholas Cobb had four
to whom he glves
« to whom he leaves
+ who 18 to Inherit the
land if Edward leuvas no helrs, and
who e to share equally with Edward

in the personnl eatate, and Sarah, Lo
Whom he glves 12 pemce. In a dead
dated 1668 to land called Rattlrsnalke

Fork, Nicholas Cobb mentiona his wife,
Susan.

Thers nre A number of decds recorded
in which Edward and his wife, Dor-
othy, are mentioned. In ons, dated
Japuary @, 1886, Bdward spaaks of
land Inherited as “enly brother ana
heir of' Nicholas, who Inherited It from
his father, Nicholas, to whom It was
&ranted by ‘“patent dated 17 day of
June, 1884."

Edward Cobb makes his will Novem-
ber 26, 1729. The witnesses nre Ed-
ward Cobb, Rlchard Willlams and John
Johnson. He gives his land to bis son,
Henry. He  muakes bequasts to his
daughter, Susan Reele, and to his wfe,
"my sons being pald in my life their

full shara. After my dehts pafd 1 do
<+« Appoint my son, Henry Cobh, full
and swhole executor of this my last

Wil

The deed books of [sle of Wigzbt
Ehow transactlc s of a Nicholas Cabb
In 1692, 2md thore {8 snothir transac-
tlon ot Nicholas Cobb on Felruary 34,
1743, by which he deeds 183 acras of
land on the south gide of Blackwater,
which had been granted to him by Sir
Willlam Gooeh In 1743, This deed |Is
witnessed by a Nicholas Cobb, wha
tigns his name, while Nicholas Cohb,
Sr., as he is once designated, makes
his mark. In another transaction both
of these Cobbs are witneases.

March 22, 1730-'11, Henry Cobb and
Maiy Cobb deed to John Williams Bav-
rnty-fiva acres‘of land on the seuth
flde of Main Blackwater, bordersd By
Baon's Branch and parts of  Josenh
Goodwin's land and BEdward Cohb's
lnnd, “belng the burying place of Ed-
ward Cobb and the sald Henry Cobh's
futhar, Thus [t
ward had severzl sons.
namss, Hanry and Edward, and proba-
bly Nicholas, Willlam and James are
hiz sone.

September 3, 1735, Willlam
desds a parcel of land on
Swamp to Joseph Gray,
har 12, 1789, James Cobbh deeds 100
acres of land on the south slde nf
lightwood Swamp to Ethelridze Tay-
lor,

July 20, 1744, Bdward Cobb and Fen-
Jamin BEavens mnke a desd of land on
the southwest side of Cyprars Swamp,

January 10, 1748, James Cohb deedas
to 8tmon Murfree land on tha wost sida
of Cedar Swamp, “the land belng

Coahh
Lightwood
and on Septem-

mitent granting land 18 Edward Cobh, |

Jr. and glven by the last will and
testament of the gald Edward Cobb to
James Cobb,"! which will 1 cannot fina.

This s the raw material that |
have gathered from the will hooks and

dead books now in Tale of Wighs
Courthonse. I oan fnd no record of
Yany | Cobis after this date In this
county. But Sosuthamplon county was

formad from lele of Wight In. 1743,
gnd In the racords of this county theras
are a number of wills af tha Cobha.
The Arst of thesa 18 by Willlam Cobh,

whose will i dateq January 13, 1757, |all furniturs, with reverr
son, | Cox; rent ‘of #ptate fo

by

| Thomas Woaldiidge and
| King, axecutors:
13

.
fs certain that Ed-| 08T
Two gave| =

gt

| Thomas Batte, all land t
Tt

and  ledvez property Lo hie
Michael Cohb, and daughtar, Sarah|
abiy

owned land on Lightwaod Swamp?

In 1763 Michael Cobb mukes a will'dridge, deceansd, A&

I= thiy the same William that borne, daceased, 'da

Stephenson. A frlen writesz me tha
tha daed book showitthat this Mishae
Is the aon of Winii' | Did this Michaal
have RAny g0 1he will 1z not con-*
clugive on.” " palnt
The next < abb will {8 by John Cahbb,
duted October 1, 1782, with Willtan
Hines, sheriff, ns one ot the witnesses.
The fAirst Item 1s: “I, John Cobh, of tha:
parish of Nottoway ., ., dasira all
My negroes shall be valusd and squally
divided among my rix sons, to-wit.,
Exim Cabb, Michasl Cobb, Jare-
miah Cobb, Benjamin Cobb, Thomas
Cabb  and  George Blow  Cobb."
Hea makes provision for his daugh-
ter. Rebecca Macome, and his
grandson, Matthew Mecome, and grand-
daughter, Polly Mecome; nlso for hix
daughtar, Ellzabeth Wootten, and hi=
Branddaughter, Jane Exum Wootten.
He dlrects that his son-In-law, Samusl
Mecome, =hall in no way receive any
beanefit from any of his property.
December 10, 1795, Michael Cobb, the
suvcond son of John, makes his will,
naming hls brother Exum as executoy
with Spence Plarce. e makes pro-
vislon for the support of his wife, who
I8 not named, and for “all my childran
until my youngest child, Jack Cobb.
ervives of age' He also provides for
the education of his brothers, Benja-

min, Thomas and George Cobb, until
they arrive atL the age of fifteen,
Do any of your readers knew swho

ware the other childran of this Michael
Colib? Op do they know what becama
of Jack Cobb, his youngest child. |
nnderstand that one of the children ot
Michael Cobb was Mary Blow Cohb,
who married John Denegre, whose da-
fcendants by that name 1llve in New
Orleans.

What I should 1llke to . know Iz
whether John Cobb, the father of the
last M el, {5 In anyway connected
with the Cobbz, of 1sle of Wight, and
it Bo, how? If not,was hea the MArst
of his Immediate family to come to
Southampton, or 15 he connected with
Willlam and Michael, whuse wills are
the (irst to be recorded in the South-
ampton will boolks?
R. E. BLACKWELL.

Ashland, Va., August 26, 1011,

Genenlogleal Dafa.
the Hecords of Chesterfleld

County.)

Will of Hanry Barte, dated Septem-
ber 34, 1770, Legatees: =on Henry, all
lands In Prinece George: son Thomas, a
tract in  Chesterneld; =on Richard,
thres tracts In  Chesterfiald; son
Thomas, 15 (fAfteen) nagroen: daugh-
ter Mary Cox, ninstesn .nsgroes; son
Henry, five negroes, daughtier Bllzx-
beth Jones, a riding chair and harness:
son Richard, remainder of estale.

Will of Garrarl Ellyson, dated 1770
Legateag: Wifs and Frances Mozelay;
no childran mentionad. Iis Inventory
Ehows a large estate, (ifly-five negroes,
ato,

Will of Thomas Friend dated March

(From

15, 1788 (inventory dated April 7,
1769) Legatess. Hrother, Edward,
Edward Friend: wife, Sarah; sons;

Charles, Thomas and Willlam; daugh-
tar, Sarah, G
Wil of Elizabeth Gay, dated Au-
Bust 12, 1781, Legatees; Daughter |
Balty Bolling, sons-in-law, Thomas.
Bolling and Nifl Buchanan; (o son
Joehn Gay, land called Auburn Ghase,
in Chesterfield, son William, land In
Cumbeariand; daughter Ann Buchanan.
Will of Ellzabeth Randelph, dJdated
April 13, 1775, Legateas: Daughter
Ann Leonard, grandson Henry Ran-
dolph, granddaughter Elizabethh Waeor-
meley Handolph, zranddaughter BEilz-
abeth Sherwin, granddaughter Annl
Handolph Watson, son Grief Randolph
#nd his ehlldren, zrandson John Arch-
er, axecutor. (The testalor was widow
ol Henry Randolph, of Swift Creock,
whosza wjll was recorded in Henrico
county. ) LEG T
Inventory of estnte of Mrs. Betty)
Todd, deceased, Novembey 5 1777
valued at £1,519.18.1%; Included xoo:
furniture, etc, eloven negroes, a bil-
Hurd tahle, an old chair and haruess,
half dozen walnut chalrs, walnut bobk
cage, “one glass plramid (23 pleces).’
slags, china, stiver, & Jjapannad tea-
a mare at Willlam Todd's, in

baard,
Plttsylvania, ete, ete.  (Mre Todd kept

a well-known tavern in Manchester,
not an Infrequent pursuit for rxrnilles_
In reduced clreumstances), She was |

widow of Richard Tedd, of King and
Wuean county, and mather of Thomas
Taodd, eof Kentucky, justice of tha':
Unlted Sintes Supreme Coirt.

Will af Edward Oshorne, datad Apri
1, 1781, Legateas: Son Hdward, 44 ne
groes; daughter Lucy Peterson, 26 na-
Broes; daughter Agnes Goode, 13 ne-
Eroes; Daughter Betly Eppes Branch
i negroes unit 9 more for her 1lfe;
whilch at her death ware to descend ta
her ghlldren; granddaughise Elizabath
'eterson, une negro, grandson Thomnak'
Goode, one negro; to Jdaughter Lucy:
P'etersan, all she owed him; szon Hde
ward, exacutor. . %

Will of Thomas Osborne;, dated No-
vember 13 1741 Lezntacs:
Franees. sons Thomas and
two daughters, (He named land near
Osborne’'s Warehousge): c¢hildren
brather-in-law, Colonel Edward Friend
childran of brother Francls Osbarna

L

¥

4

3

Will of John Anderson, dated D
camber 20, 1780, Legatees: To sisters
Mary and Ann Anderson. all of the
entate he was entitled to under the

Wil of his fathsr, Claib
deceased.

Wil of Jeremiah Bass, diated Octo
ber 28, 1750. Legatess: Sister Frane

nrne .\nderlnﬂ,ﬁ

Wooldridge, aisters =on Jeremiah
Woaldridze, *my two brother
Thomas and  Archibald Wooldridg

sons of Thomas Woasldrlige. 200 ach
In Chestarfield; te sisters FRhoda an
Carolinge Wooldridze, all of his monay
John Wa

Will of Hannah Cary, dated Deca

. 1801,
. Mrs. Cary,
naphew Joahn

Cary, daughisr

Legatees: Brother M|
wifa of John Ca¢
Hay, niece Blizabal
of Rlchard Cary, aj
Ellzabeth Cary, dsughtcs of John Cay:
uncle John ‘Tayior, cousln  Thom
Wittkins, and brothed Milas Cary,
dcutors
Wil
1y & -
Will aof Cresd Haskins, of Brun
wick eounty, dated June 7, 1731, prove
in Chesterfisld. Logatees: Daughty
Mary Ballew. son Edward, childp
of daughter Rehoccr Rass, sons Thoi
amd Creed, grandson Bdward, son Jo
Wil of Sarah Hartlson, datad I
1781, Tegatoes: Granddaughise
Patty, danghter of Williani | kg
dridgs; daughler Ellzabeth | Wi
fon Ezekiel SlaughtefiFleming;
dridge, tha land (100 \%ras) I{'
In Chesterfisld; Harrls¥n Wg | |
1587 acres In Powhatin: rest of
batween Fleming, Harriaon,
and Whilan: Wodlidridge, rons éf
Ham Wooldridgs, Willlam Wooldr
expoutor, 36 Ireh
Will of Richagd Batte, da
bay

af Willlam #llack (Wil B

ntad A
10, 1781 (Legate Fo ¥

him: 1o Mary  aAnde
of land for ifo-and aik

Invantory of eststa,

fo=

Inventary of esti

as pr
éﬂ\n.-_)'? [



